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Golden Gate Field Station
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Wedged between the Pacific Ocean and the 6 million
inhabitants of the San Francisco Bay area is Golden Gate
National Recreation Area, one of the nation’s most
visited national parks with over 14 million visitors each
year. The park has over 20 federally listed endangered
species and provides important wildlife habitat in loca-
tions such as Muir Woods National Monument and
Alcatraz National Historic Site.

The Golden Gate Field Station is located just north of
San Francisco and the Golden Gate at Ft. Cronkhite in the
Marin Headlands of Golden Gate National Recreation
Area. Research is conducted in the park area, which
encompasses 75,000 acres along 50 miles of the San
Andreas Fault. Research is also conducted at Point Reyes
National Seashore, with an additional 70,000 acres,
almost half of which is wilderness. By examining rela-
tionships of biological diversity in the highly fragmented
ecosystems, the field station provides resource managers
with quality information to promote scientifically based
resource management.

The Golden Gate Field Station conducts local, state,
regional, and international research projects. Scientists
provide direct research support to Department of the
Interior agencies in the San Francisco Bay area, using
their expertise to address pressing ecological research
issues that affect management of natural resources. The
field station tests inventory and monitoring methods and
techniques while establishing baseline data sets that
measure long-term ecological change in coastal terrestrial
ecosystems. Studies have focused on mammalian com-
munity ecology with an emphasis on mammalian preda-
tors. The field station has also developed an international
network among USMAB/UNESCO Biosphere Reserves
to examine similar ecosystems with similar problems
in a global context. This research program integrates the
use of remote sensing, geographic information systems,
and empirical data sets for spatial and temporal model-
ing of biodiversity in the landscape.

Some examples of ongoing research include studies on
the habitat use and competition by coyotes in urban and

rural settings of coastal California national parks, Tule
elk population dynamics at Point Reyes National
Seashore, and a comparative study of terrestrial ecosys-
tems in two coastal biosphere reserves, one in Brittany,
France, and the other in the San Francisco area.

Science Expertise

Judd A. Howell, Ph.D. , Ecologist, Adjunct Professor,
Humboldt, State University Affiliate, Associate
Professor, University of Idaho

• Ecological monitoring
• Species/Population management
• Terrestrial mammal ecology
• Telemetry (radio and/or satellite)

Marcia Semenoff-Irving, M.S., Ecologist
• Ecological monitoring
• Spatial modeling and analyses
• Geographic information systems

For more information, contact:
USGS Golden Gate Field Station
Ft. Cronkhite, Bldg. 1063
Sausalito, CA 94965
Phone: 415.331.0847   Fax: 415.331.7587


